EMPIRE MIGRATION

ions that attracted the British emigrants most steadily. In the
period of heaviest migratory flow in our history, three-quarters
of them left the British Empire for a foreign flag. And among the
earlier migrants to Canada and the native-born Canadians there
was a fairly steady southward drain. In the hundred years after
18365 as the late Dr. Kuczynski showed, the Empire suffered a net
outward balance of migration of about six million persons. This
loss of population, which would by now have multiplied itself
manifold through natural increase, has never been made good,
and will never be made good in our time, however welcoming may
be the future policy of the United Kingdom and the Dominions
towards foreign immigrants. That was one outstanding example
of the relative attractiveness of different oversea countries as a
motive for migration.

As for the relative unattractiveness of life at home, it has always
been a matter of degree. Political or religious discontents have
never played a large part in determining the larger movements of
migration from the British Isles. Economic conditions which seemed
less pleasant than those overseas have been the major expulsory
motive. It was the comparison that counted, not merely bad eco-
nomic conditions in themselves; for the classes in the worst eco-
nomic plight were sometimes the least ready to emigrate, nor have
bad times at home always stimulated emigration, if there were bad
times overseas as well. That throws the emphasis on opportunity.
It has been the hope that a man would do better for himself over-
seas, rather than the belief that his immediate lot would be easier,
that has prompted millions to emigrate. The Dominions and the
United States were lands of opportunity, in which a man, however
poor or humble at the start, would have a chance to make a for-
tune and a name for himself, and in which his sons at least would
be any man's equal.

The stabilization and socialization of economic life in the Do-
minions have, of course, diminished this motive. The stabilization
and socialization of economic life at home have enhanced it. This
is shown by the present clamour for chances to emigrate from
thousands of young British men and women, to whom Socialism
seems to be pressing a ceiling upon ambition and a muffler upon
enterprise. But the same development has also diminished the
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